[Reproductive health in women in the Czech Republic 1993-97. II. Contraception].
To identify changes in reproductive health status as consequence of changes in the system of health care and social affairs. THE AIM OF THIS PART OF STUDY: To identify changes in use of different contraceptive methods among women of reproductive age in the Czech Republic. Retrospective comparative epidemiological study. NAME AND ADDRESS OF THE INSTITUTION: Institute for the Care of Mother and Child Praha 4--Podolí. Comparison of data on contraceptive use among women of reproductive age from two representative national surveys (see the first part of the study). Analysis was done by demographic characteristics using programs developed by the Centers for Disease Control, Atlanta, Georgia, U.S.A. There was no difference in proportion of women using one of four methods of contraception in 1993 sample and in 1997 sample (60%), however, there was change in their order. While the most frequently used method in 1993 sample was withdrawal (18.6% out of 60% of contraceptive users) and the pills were the last used method (7.7%), the order in 1997 sample was just opposite (pills 23.9%, withdrawal 6.7%). The proportion of condom and IUD users remained practically unchanged. With decline of withdrawal users, the proportion of other three methods increased from 37% to 52% (out of 60% of contraceptive users). The hormonal contraception was preferred method among women with higher education, while condom was the most popular among women with occasional intercourse or women with different partners (single women, women without children, divorced women). The withdrawal and condom users were the more frequent methods of contraception in 1993 sample versus two other methods (ratio 2:1), while this has changed in 1997 sample in favor of IUD and hormonal contraception users (ratio 3:2). We could conclude that the responsibility for contraception has been transferred from men to women.